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About this book:
In today‘s increasingly interconnected world, cultural diversity is a reality that educators, 
schools and organizations must embrace and address in order to create inclusive learning en-
vironments. The Teachers‘ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse 
Children serves as a comprehensive guide for teachers and educators, providing a range of 
methods, techniques, approaches, activities, and tools aimed at promoting the inclusion and 
support of culturally diverse children in educational settings.

Instead of lengthy narratives and explanations, this handbook offers 40 well-structured, 
concise, and practical methodology sheets, all tested in the rich practical experiences of its 
compilers. These methodology sheets should serve as a guide for teachers and educators to 
effectively plan and apply learning activities while considering students‘ needs and varying 
abilities. Through a range of practical methods and approaches, this handbook empowers ed-
ucators to create inclusive learning environments where all children, regardless of their cultur-
al background, can thrive and succeed.

By addressing common needs and priorities in the field of inclusion, this handbook seeks to 
support teachers and educators working with culturally diverse children, ultimately easing 
and facilitating their inclusion and fostering their education.
Furthermore, this handbook aims to improve the school atmosphere and classroom culture by 
promoting multicultural understanding, tolerance, and positive relationships among students 
from different cultural backgrounds. 

The Handbook is the result of a research and the exchange of practices and ideas at local, na-
tional and international levels. Drawing upon the practical experiences of many teachers and 
educators working with this specific target group, the practices included in this handbook are 
a fusion of formal and non-formal education approaches. Proven to be effective and engaging 
for both children and educators, these practices offer valuable insights and strategies for fos-
tering inclusion and supporting the diverse needs of children not only within the classroom 
but also as they navigate the broader world outside of it.

Teachers‘ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse Children has been 
developed and delivered as part of the activities of the Easy Together Project, co-funded by 
the European Union.

Meaning of Symbols:
 The practice is suitable for younger students or those with language or other disabilities.

 The practice is suitable for older students.

 �A link to a source of inspiration related to the practice, such as photos, videos, applica-
tions, etc.

 Additional materials related to the practice, optimized for toner-efficient printing.
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About Easy Together Project:
The Easy Together Project (Project code: 2023-1-CZ01-KA210-SCH-000154059), co-financed by 
the European Union under the ERASMUS+ program, aims to enhance inclusion and diversity 
in schools through various activities. These activities include exchanging good inclusion prac-
tices through research, meetings, and workshops, culminating in a Handbook. Additionally, 
the project involves developing, testing, and distributing multilingual educational materials 
for culturally diverse children, primarily in Czechia and Romania, but also in other EU coun-
tries. Key outcomes of the project include strengthened participating organizations, improved 
teacher qualifications and experiences, enhanced educational support for culturally diverse 
children, provision of new materials for teachers and students, and promotion of equality and 
social cohesion.

About the partnership of the Project:
Spolek Zaedno, established in 2002, is a voluntary organization based in Prague, operating 
throughout the Czech Republic. Dedicated to promoting tolerance, human rights, social co-
hesion, and inclusion, Zaedno utilizes education and cultural exchange as tools for societal 
advancement. Our initiatives, comprising educational activities, cultural events, and multilin-
gual publications, are designed to foster understanding and cooperation within communities. 
Recognized for innovative language learning, Zaedno offers diverse services such as educa-
tional materials, multimedia resources, workshops, and artistic and cultural products through 
collaboration with national and international partners. Spolek Zaedno is the coordinator of 
the Easy Together Project.
The County School Inspectorate of Braila, Romania, operates as the local education authori-
ty under the Ministry of Education, overseeing various aspects of local education, including 
school improvement and teacher training. Its primary aim is to implement education policies 
effectively in pre-university education. The main objectives of the County School Inspector-
ate of Braila include providing educational opportunities for students, enhancing the role of 
schools in society, training teachers and school inspectors to meet local, regional, national, and 
European standards, managing national exams, reducing early school leaving, implementing 
programs for vulnerable groups, and including students with special needs.
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1

Mentoring  

Introduction to the topic:
Mentoring children from diverse cultural backgrounds involves providing personalized sup-
port and adapting teaching methods to meet the needs of students from various cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds. It requires cultural competence, personalized assistance, effective 
communication, and creating an inclusive classroom environment. 
This activity involves adapting teaching strategies, materials, and resources to accommodate 
the linguistic and cultural diversity of the students. It requires teachers to be sensitive to cul-
tural differences, language barriers, and varying levels of proficiency in the language of in-
struction. 

Objectives:
Effectively supporting the academic and social success of children from diverse cultural back-
grounds.

Materials needed:
Multicultural books and resources.
Language learning materials customized to accommodate varying linguistic abilities of the 
students.

Time needed:
Ongoing project throughout the school year. Set a fixed mentoring schedule in the weekly 
timetable.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Developing Cultural Competence: Mentors should understand and respect students‘ 
cultural norms, values, and beliefs, appreciating diversity while avoiding stereotypes 
and biases.

	◥ Personalized Support: Mentors should adjust their instruction to meet each student‘s 
individual needs and preferences, such as providing language assistance, culturally 
relevant materials, and accommodating various learning styles.

	◥ Cross-Cultural Communication: Effective communication is vital for building trust with 
diverse students. Mentors should use clear language, encourage questions, and ac-
tively listen to students‘ perspectives.

	◥ Developing Inclusive Classroom Environment: Creating a welcoming atmosphere fos-
ters a sense of belonging and community. Mentors should promote respect, empathy, 
and cooperation among students and celebrate cultural diversity through activities 
and discussions.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on their progress throughout the mentoring process.
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Gamification  

Introduction to the topic:
Gamification is a method that applies game-design elements and principles to non-game 
contexts to enhance engagement, motivation, and learning. Teachers can employ a variety of 
games to enhance learning outcomes, such as:

	◥ Quiz Games: can be conducted using digital platforms or traditional methods 
	◥ Board Games: promote strategy development and collaboration among students.
	◥ Role-Playing Games: allow students to step into different roles or scenarios, fostering 
empathy, communication skills, and creativity.

	◥ Educational Apps and Online Games: Digital resources offer interactive learning expe-
riences tailored to different subjects and age groups, encouraging active participation 
and exploration.

	◥ Escape Room Challenges: Creating escape room-style challenges based on curriculum 
content can encourage problem-solving, teamwork, and time management skills.

	◥ Simulation Games: provide captivating learning experiences where students can ex-
plore real-world scenarios and practice decision-making in a risk-free environment.

	◥ Flashcard Games: help reinforce vocabulary and facts through repetition and active 
recall.

	◥ Collaborative Storytelling: Students collaboratively create stories or narratives, en-
hancing language skills, creativity, and teamwork.

	◥ Physical Activity Games: Incorporating movement-based games or activities can pro-
mote physical fitness, energize students, and enhance learning retention.

	◥ Puzzles and Brain Teasers: challenges students‘ critical thinking, problem-solving, and 
logical reasoning abilities.

	◥ Word games: Word games and classic games modified as word games support the 
enrichment of vocabulary. In Word Football, Hangman, or Memory Game, pictures 
and words form pairs. They can also be played online.

Objectives:
To increase engagement, motivation, and learning outcomes.

Materials needed:
Art supplies for creating different games.
Various digital tools available.

Time needed:
Can vary. 

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Identify specific areas for improvement using games.
	◥ Choose suitable games for the learning process.
	◥ Customize the gamified experience to accommodate individual preferences, language 
levels of refugees, migrants and foreign students, and other vulnerable groups.

	◥ Ensure gamification methods are ethical and promote positive behaviors.
	◥ Integrate and implement selected games into classwork.

Reflection: 
Discuss the gamification experience with students, including what elements were effective, 
what could be improved, and how it impacted their engagement and learning. 

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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KWL Method 
Introduction to the topic:
The KWL method, which stands for Know, Want to Know, Learned, is a technique designed 
to engage students and make them aware of the learning process. It encourages students to 
assess their existing knowledge, identify gaps, and actively participate in the learning journey. 
Throughout the KWL process, students actively participate in their own learning by reflecting 
on their prior knowledge, setting goals for learning, and assessing their understanding of the 
topic.

Objectives:
To involve students and raise awareness of the learning process.
To support the learning process, utilize non-formal education methods such as peer learning.

Materials needed:
Worksheets with a KWL chart.
Writing materials.

Time needed:
Realization: 1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the topic to the students, providing context and relevance.
	◥ Explain the KWL method and its three stages: Know, Want to Know, Learned.
	◥ To select the topic for exploration using the KWL method, teachers can engage stu-
dents in the decision-making process.

	◥ Divide students into small groups and distribute worksheets with a KWL chart to each 
student.

	◥ Guide students through the three stages of the KWL method and provide support as 
needed.

KWL Method Step by Step:
Step 1: Know: Students individually write down what they already know about the topic in the 
“Know” column.
Step 2: Want to Know: Students individually identify areas they would like to learn more about 
in the “Want to Know” column.
Step 3: Learned: Together in the group, students share their findings from both columns and 
brainstorm. Students record new knowledge gained during the brainstorming session in the 
“Learned” column of their charts.
If there are some points in the “Want to Know” column that are still unanswered, students are 
encouraged to search for more information in books, internet, etc. The aim is to find the an-
swers to all their “Want to Know” points.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on their learning process and share insights with their peers.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

3

TE
AC

HE
RS

’ H
AN

DB
OO

K

Easy Together: Teachers’ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse Children, © Spolek Zaedno, 2024, © ISJ Braila, 2024

G
oo

d 
 P

ra
ct

ic
e 

#

https://online.visual-paradigm.com/diagrams/features/kwl-chart-template


Page 10

 Back to table of contents

Classroom Debate 
Introduction to the topic:
The Debate method is a structured approach to conducting debates in educational settings, 
aimed at fostering critical thinking, argumentation, and communication skills among stu-
dents. It provides a platform for students to engage in discussions on relevant and debatable 
topics while learning to respect differing viewpoints. In a classroom debate, a proposition is 
stated and students make arguments for or against it. Students must research and prepare 
arguments to participate in the debate effectively, they must think quickly to respond to the 
opposing side‘s arguments, and they benefit from hearing a range of perspectives on an issue.

Objectives:
To encourage respectful dialogue and understanding of different perspectives.

Materials needed:
Relevant and debatable topics.
Research materials (books, articles, online resources).
Whiteboard or chart paper for jotting down key points.

Time needed:
1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Topic selection: Choose a relevant and debatable topic that aligns with current events, 
emphasizing themes related to inclusion of people with differences or disabilities.

	◥ Explain the format of the debate. 
	◥ Team formation: Break students into two groups—For and Against.
	◥ Research and preparation: Provide time for teams to conduct research and gather 
evidence

	◥ Moderation: Act as the moderator to oversee the debate, ensuring adherence to rules 
and facilitating smooth transitions between segments.

	◥ Audience engagement: Encourage audience participation by actively listening, asking 
questions, and providing feedback on the arguments presented.

	◥ Conclude the debate by summarizing key points and emphasizing the importance of 
respectful discourse.

Reflection: 
Allow students to reflect on their debate experience, discussing what they‘ve learned and how 
they can improve their argumentation and communication skills in the future.

4
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The Project Method 
Introduction to the topic:
The Project method is an educational approach that emphasizes learning through active en-
gagement, collaborative work, and real-world application. It involves students working on an 
extended project or task that integrates multiple subjects or disciplines.

Objectives:
Foster active engagement and collaborative learning.
Develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity.

Materials needed:
Relevant project materials based on the chosen topic.
Access to research resources such as books, articles, and online databases.
Presentation materials for showcasing the project outcomes.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Selection of a project: Choose a project aligned with the learning objectives and the 
student interests. Ensure the project integrates multiple subjects or disciplines.

	◥ Planning and goal setting: Define the project objectives, the scope, and the timeline.
	◥ Research and investigation: Guide students in conducting research and gathering rel-
evant information. Facilitate access to resources.

	◥ Collaboration: Organize teams if applicable and foster collaboration among students. 
Encourage brainstorming, task delegation, and leveraging of individual strengths.

	◥ Application of learning: Help students use what they‘ve learned to tackle project tasks. 
Guide them in problem-solving and decision-making during the project.

	◥ Hands-On Activities: Incorporate practical elements such as experiments, fieldwork, 
artwork, or simulations to deepen understanding. Engage students in active learning 
experiences.

	◥ Reflection and evaluation: Facilitate regular Reflection: sessions where students assess 
their progress and identify challenges.

	◥ Presentation or showcase: Plan a culminating event where students present their pro-
ject work to an audience. Provide opportunities for students to explain their process, 
findings, and outcomes.

	◥ Feedback: Offer constructive feedback to students.

Reflection: 
Facilitate regular Reflection: sessions where students assess their progress and identify chal-
lenges.
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6

The Festival Method 
Introduction to the topic:
The Festival method is an interactive teaching approach designed to create an immersive edu-
cational experience centered around a specific theme, topic, or cultural celebration. It incorpo-
rates elements of celebration and diverse learning activities to engage students in a dynamic 
way.

Objectives:
To engage students in diverse learning activities that foster creativity and critical thinking.
To celebrate different cultures in an enjoyable and educational way.

Materials needed:
Resources related to the chosen theme or topic.
Supplies for hands-on activities, workshops, and performances.
Promotional materials for promoting the festival within the school or community.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Theme selection: Choose a central theme or topic for the festival that aligns with dif-
ferent cultures, such as showcasing the diverse cultural backgrounds of the students.

	◥ Activity planning: Organize a variety of activities, workshops, performances, and inter-
active sessions related to the chosen theme.

	◥ Collaboration and participation: Involve students, teachers, parents and community 
members in executing different elements of the festival.

	◥ Multidisciplinary integration: Incorporate various subjects and disciplines into the ac-
tivities to provide a holistic learning experience.

	◥ Promotion and engagement: Promote the festival within the school or community and 
at local level.

	◥ Execution: Host the festival, ensuring that each activity is well-organized and aligned 
with the overall theme.

Reflection: 
Facilitate reflection sessions after the festival to discuss what was learned, enjoyed, and the 
impact of the festival on participants‘ understanding.
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The Six Thinking Hats 
Introduction to the topic:
The Six Thinking Hats method is a strategy aimed at enhancing problem-solving, decision-mak-
ing, and idea generation by facilitating parallel thinking and considering diverse perspectives. 
The six hats are White (Facts and Information), Red (Emotions and Feelings), Black (Critical 
Thinking), Yellow (Positive Thinking), Green (Creativity and New Ideas), and Blue (Control and 
Organization).

Objectives:
To reduce conflict and encourage collaborative problem-solving.
To enhance critical thinking, creativity, and decision-making.

Materials needed:
Whiteboard or chart paper.
Marker pens.
The Six Thinking Hats chart.
Physical representations of the six hats can be created by cutting them out of colored paper.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduction: Begin by explaining the purpose and function of each hat to the partic-
ipants. Display the Six Thinking Hats chart and write down the problem or topic that 
will be addressed during the session. Provide clarity and focus for the activity.

	◥ Assign roles: Allocate each participant a specific hat for a set period. For example, you 
can designate five-minute intervals for each hat during a discussion or problem-solv-
ing session.

	◥ Wear the hats: Participants metaphorically „wear“ their assigned hat and contribute 
from that perspective. For instance, when wearing the Red Hat, they express emotions 
and gut feelings without needing to justify them.

	◥ Rotate hats: After the allocated time for each hat, instruct participants to switch to the 
next hat.

	◥ Facilitate discussion: As a facilitator, monitor the discussion. Encourage diverse per-
spectives and ensure that all viewpoints are heard.

Reflection: 
After the discussion or activity, facilitate a reflection: a session where participants discuss their 
experience using the Six Hats method. Encourage them to reflect on the effectiveness of each 
hat in guiding their thinking and problem-solving process.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

 Click to printing materials
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Starbursting Method 
Introduction to the topic:
The Starbursting method, also known as „Starbursting brainstorming“ is a creative technique 
involving brainstorming questions related to a given problem or topic, using the prompts 
„What?, When?, How?, Why?, Who?, Where?“. Participants aim to create a „starburst“ of ques-
tions, with each question leading to further exploration and deeper understanding of the giv-
en problem or topic.

Objectives:
Developing creativity and team work.
Encourage active participation, engagement, and problem-solving skills.

Materials needed:
Starbursting diagram or online Starbursting software.
Writing materials.

Time needed:
1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the Starbursting method to the students, explaining its purpose and pro-
cess. Emphasize the objective of generating numerous questions related to a given 
problem or topic.

	◥ Organize students into groups, ensuring that each group comprises members from 
diverse cultural backgrounds. Distribute a Starbursting diagram to each group. Older 
students can also use online Starbursting software.

	◥ Present the problem or topic to be explored. This problem should be placed in the 
middle of the star.

	◥ After filling in the diagram, each group presents its findings to the rest of the groups.
	◥ Facilitate the activity and provide support as needed.

Starbursting Method Step by Step:
	◥ Define the Problem: Identify a topic or problem for exploration.
	◥ Use the Starbursting diagram, the online Starbursting software, or create your own Star 
Chart: Draw a star-shaped diagram with „What?“, „When?“, „How?“, „Why?“, „Who?“, 
and „Where?“ at each point.

	◥ Brainstorm Questions: Generate multiple questions under each point of the star and 
document them.

	◥ Explore: Discuss connections, ideas, and potential answers.
	◥ Group Discussion: Lead a discussion to share the generated questions and insights.

Reflection: 
Conclude the activity by summarizing key points and insights generated through the Star-
bursting method.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

 Click to printing materials
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9

Jigsaw Strategy 
Introduction to the topic:
The Jigsaw strategy is a teaching method where students work together in small groups to 
learn new material. It involves dividing the group into smaller expert groups, where each 
group focuses on mastering specific content and then shares their expertise with their peers. 
This method encourages active learning and accountability while promoting teamwork and 
cooperation. The Jigsaw Strategy is particularly effective for promoting teamwork, critical 
thinking, and communication skills. It also encourages active engagement with the material 
since students have to teach it to others. Additionally, it helps create a supportive classroom 
environment where students learn to value and respect each other’s contributions.

Objectives:
To promote peer learning, collaboration and teamwork.

Materials needed:
Written texts or materials for each expert group.

Time needed:
2 hours.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Divide the class into smaller expert groups, ensuring diversity within each group.
	◥ Assign each group a specific part of the lesson or topic to become experts on.
	◥ Allow time for each group to study and understand their assigned part.
	◥ Reorganize the class into new groups, ensuring each new group has one expert from 
each original group.

	◥ In these new groups, have students share their expertise on their assigned part.
	◥ Encourage discussion and collaboration among the new groups as they learn from 
each other.

	◥ Encourage active listening and engagement among students as they learn from their 
peers.

Reflection: 
Conclude the activity by debriefing with the class, discussing key insights, and reinforcing 
learning objectives.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Role-playing 
Introduction to the topic:
The Role-playing method is a form of experiential learning and an educational technique 
where participants assume specific roles or characters and act out scenarios or situations to 
learn, solve problems, or explore different perspectives. It offers a unique opportunity for par-
ticipants to empathize and to step into the shoes of others, such as experiencing the challeng-
es encountered by schoolmates with linguistic or other disadvantages. This technique is an 
excellent tool for engaging students and allowing them to interact with their peers as they try 
to complete the task assigned to them in their specific role.

Objectives:
To ensure inclusion within the group.
To promote teamwork and empathy among students.

Materials needed:
Scenario or situation prompts.
Role assignment lists.
Whiteboard or chart paper for debriefing.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 2 hours.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Scenario preparation: Choose or craft scenarios aligned with the learning objectives.
	◥ Role assignment: Assign distinct roles or characters to participants.
	◥ Adaptability and flexibility: Adjust scenarios and roles to accommodate the unique 
needs of participants.

	◥ Interpretation and action: Participants embody their roles and act according to their 
assigned characters.

	◥ Debate and analysis: Lead a discussion to assess decisions made during role-playing 
and explore diverse perspectives.

Reflection: 
Encourage participants to reflect on their experiences.
Identify the skills and knowledge gained through the activity and how they can be applied in 
real-life situations.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Language Bingo  

Introduction to the topic:
Bingo is a game where players mark off numbers or symbols on cards as they‘re called out. 
The goal is to complete a specific pattern on the card before others. When a player finishes the 
pattern, they say „Bingo!“ and win. Bingo is an interactive teaching strategy that transforms 
learning into a fun and engaging game. Instead of traditional numbers or symbols, Language 
Bingo uses words in foreign languages, which can include languages spoken by students such 
as Romani, Ukrainian etc. or foreign languages taught in school such as English, etc.

Objectives:
To make learning fun and engaging.
To reinforce vocabulary and language skills in a foreign language.

Materials needed:
Bingo cards with words in foreign languages.
Markers for students to mark off words.
A list of words in the target foreign language.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Prepare Bingo cards: Choose a list of words. Select words in the foreign language you 
want to reinforce. Create Bingo cards with words in the foreign language using free 
custom bingo card generators on internet. Print out the Bingo cards.

	◥ Distribute Bingo cards to each student.
	◥ Explain the rules: Review the rules of Bingo with the students, including how to mark 
off words and what constitutes a winning pattern.

	◥ Start the game: Begin calling out words in the foreign language, one at a time. Stu-
dents mark off words on their Bingo cards as they‘re called.

	◥ Declare winners: When a student completes a winning pattern (e.g., a row, column, or 
diagonal), he shouts „Bingo!“ and is declared the winner of that round.

Reflection: 
Discuss with the students their experience playing Language Bingo. Ask them about their fa-
vorite words, what they learned, and how they felt about the game. Encourage them to share 
any suggestions for future games or activities.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Ask the Winner 
Introduction to the topic:
Ask the winner is a concept where individuals interview someone who has achieved signifi-
cant success or won a competition. It could be in various fields such as sports, entertainment, 
or education. The idea is to gain insights from the winner about their journey, strategies, chal-
lenges faced, and lessons learned, providing valuable knowledge and inspiration to others 
aspiring for similar achievements.
Ask the winner in education is an activity aimed at enhancing cooperation among students by 
promoting peer learning and problem-solving.

Objectives:
Foster cooperation and collaboration among students, improve peer learning.

Materials needed:
Whiteboard or chalkboard.
Markers or chalk.

Time needed:
30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Write a task or question on the board for students to solve individually.
	◥ Allow students time to think silently.
	◥ After a set time, have them write their answers on the board.
	◥ Reveal the correct answer.
	◥ Instruct students who answered correctly to raise their hands and keep them raised.
	◥ Encourage students who didn‘t get the correct answer to approach someone with a 
raised hand and discuss the question.

Reflection: 
Have students share their experiences and insights gained from discussing the problem with 
their peers.
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Mind Map 
Introduction to the topic:
Mind maps enhance second language learning by visually organizing concepts, vocabulary, 
and grammar rules. They promote understanding and memory retention through structured 
presentation. Interactive and adaptable, mind maps cater to diverse learning styles, fostering 
engagement and critical thinking. Their integration into language activities streamlines learn-
ing processes, empowering learners with clarity and efficiency.

Objectives:
To use mind maps in language learning, which include improving memorization of language 
rules and vocabulary.

Materials needed:
Paper, markers.
The Mind Map diagram or access to mind mapping applications.

Time needed:
1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the concept of mind maps to students and explain their structure and pur-
pose.

	◥ Provide examples of mind maps related to language topics.
	◥ Guide students in creating their own mind maps based on language rules, vocabulary, 
or other language concepts.

	◥ Incorporate mind mapping activities into lesson plans to reinforce language learning 
objectives.

	◥ Encourage students to use mind maps as study tools to review and reinforce language 
learning outside of class.

How to create a mind map step by step:
	◥ Choose a central topic.
	◥ Draw the central node and write the topic inside.
	◥ Add main branches for main ideas.
	◥ Label the branches with keywords.
	◥ Add sub-branches for details.
	◥ Use visual elements like icons or colors.
	◥ Review and revise.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on the effectiveness of mind mapping techniques in helping 
them understand and retain language concepts. Gather feedback from students on their pref-
erences and suggestions for improving.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

 Click to printing materials
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Lapbook 🐘
Introduction:
Lapbooks are interactive 3D books created by children to explore topics creatively. They sup-
port integration, multicultural understanding, and non-formal education methods. Creating 
lapbooks in language learning offers benefits such as hands-on learning, visual reinforcement, 
interactivity, personalized learning experiences, language skill reinforcement and collabora-
tion opportunities

Objectives:
Foster integration and multicultural understanding.
Engage children in interactive learning processes.
Enhance visual and kinesthetic learning.

Materials needed:
Hard cardboard.
Various papers, origami, accordions.
Glue, scissors, decorations.
Small objects or cards for insertion.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the concept of lapbooks and their benefits.
	◥ Choose an appropriate topic for the lapbook. It could be in a foreign language or ex-
plore an object from a foreign culture.

	◥ Provide guidance and assistance during the creation process.
	◥ Encourage creativity and exploration.
	◥ Facilitate discussions on the chosen topic.

How to create the lapbook step by step:
	◥ Create the base of the book from hard cardboard, foldable in half or various shapes.
	◥ Decorate the front cover with the theme or name of the lapbook.
	◥ Glue different folded papers, origami, accordions, and pockets onto the cardboard.
	◥ Insert small objects or cards containing notes, explanations, photos, etc.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on their lapbook creation process.
Gather feedback on the experience and suggestions for improvement.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Theatrical Play in Minority Languages  

Introduction:
Performing children’s theatre plays in minority languages at school encourages language 
preservation and cultural appreciation among students while fostering creativity and collabo-
ration. In the theatrical play, different languages spoken by the students can be used.

Objectives:
Promote linguistic diversity and cultural heritage using students‘ native or second languages.
Enhance language proficiency and confidence among students.
Cultivate creativity, teamwork, and confidence through theatrical performances.

Materials needed:
Performance space, costumes, props, scripts in minority languages.
Optional: audiovisual equipment.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Assess interest and provide support for creating children’s theatre plays in minority 
languages among students, parents, and school staff.

	◥ Collaborate with language teachers or community members proficient in minority 
languages to translate scripts or develop storylines suitable for student performances.

How to create a theatrical play in minority languages step by step:
	◥ Choose a theme: Select a suitable theme for the play.
	◥ Translate or develop script: Translate or create a script in the minority language.
	◥ Casting and role assignment: Hold auditions and assign roles based on language pro-
ficiency.

	◥ Rehearsals: Schedule regular rehearsals to practice lines and stage movements.
	◥ Costume and set design: Design costumes and sets that align with the theme and 
culture.

	◥ Technical preparation: Arrange lighting, sound, and stage setup.
	◥ Promotion and performance: Advertise the play and organize performances.
	◥ Celebration and appreciation: Acknowledge efforts and celebrate the success of the 
production.

Reflection: 
Discuss experiences and challenges.
Reflect on the importance of language preservation.
Gather feedback for future improvements.
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Treasure Hunt  

Introduction:
A treasure hunt, a game-based educational activity, serves as an engaging way to introduce 
challenging topics to students, particularly foreigners and national minorities, by fostering 
active participation and exploration. In Treasure Hunt for linguistically diverse target groups, 
participants solve clues and complete challenges in multiple languages, leading to hidden 
treasures or checkpoints. Challenges can include word puzzles and translations.

Objectives:
Introduce difficult topics and realities to children with low knowledge of the majority language 
through an interactive treasure hunt.
Encourage active engagement and exploration among students, promoting teamwork and 
problem-solving skills.
Create an inclusive learning environment that accommodates diverse linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds.

Materials needed:
Paper and pencils for preparing clues.
A designated „treasure“ item to hide.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 2 hours.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Plan the treasure hunt route and prepare multilingual clues to accommodate the lin-
guistic diversity of the target group.

	◥ Hide the treasure in an outdoor space with diverse features and points of interest, 
ensuring safety and accessibility for all students.

	◥ Divide students into teams or pairs, considering language proficiency and cultural 
backgrounds.

	◥ Distribute clue sheets to each team, providing clear instructions and emphasizing col-
laboration and communication.

	◥ Supervise the treasure hunt activity, offering guidance and support as needed.
	◥ Gather students at the endpoint to discuss their experiences and findings, facilitating 
reflection and dialogue.

Reflection: 
Engage students in a reflective dialogue, encouraging them to share their experiences and 
insights from the treasure hunt.
Explore how the activity helped in understanding difficult topics and realities, particularly for 
those with low proficiency in the majority language.
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Digital Tools  

Introduction:
Technology has become an integral part of children‘s lives, offering enrichment and new 
means of expression. Utilizing digital tools in education not only excites students but also en-
hances learning experiences. This methodical list provides an overview of trusted digital tools 
that support integration and multicultural understanding in the classroom.
Examples of Digital Tools to be used:

	◥ Book Creator: User-friendly app for interactive book creation and sharing.
	◥ Wordwall: Online platform for interactive learning activities like quizzes and sorting.
	◥ Multilingual Translation Services: Google Translator, DeepL, etc., for instant text trans-
lation.

	◥ Text-to-Speech: Converts written text into spoken words.
	◥ Speech to Text: Converts spoken speech into text.
	◥ AutoDraw: Drawing tool with machine learning for creating visuals.
	◥ Artificial Intelligence: AI can be used in language education by offering personal-
ized learning, tutoring, assessment, translation, practice opportunities, generation of 
learning materials.

Objectives:
Utilize digital tools to enhance language learning and comprehension among multilingual 
students.
Promote integration and inclusivity within the classroom environment through technology.

Materials needed:
Access to digital devices such as computers, tablets, or smartphones.
Reliable internet connection.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Familiarize students with the selected digital tools and their functionalities.
	◥ Incorporate digital tools into lesson plans and classroom activities to support lan-
guage learning.

	◥ Provide guidance and assistance to students in utilizing digital tools effectively.
	◥ Monitor students‘ progress and provide support as needed.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on their experience using digital tools for language learning.
Facilitate discussions on the effectiveness of the tools in improving language skills and com-
prehension.
Gather feedback from students to improve future integration of digital tools in language ed-
ucation.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Resilience Alphabet  

Introduction:
Lately, there has been a growing discussion about the importance of wellbeing in educational 
settings. However, the concept of resilience often takes a backseat, despite its close connec-
tion to well-being. It‘s crucial to recognize that achieving well-being without resilience is chal-
lenging. The significance of both topics is also evident in the context of the global COVID-19 
pandemic or the war in Ukraine. Utilize the Resilience Alphabet in the class as a tool to en-
hance inner strength and personal resilience of the students.

Objectives:
Foster resilience and wellbeing in culturally and linguistically diverse children. Improve the 
class atmosphere.

Materials needed:
Printed copy of Resilience Alphabet diagram.
Optional: a copy of the publication Resilience Alphabet (free on line).

Time needed:
This is an ongoing project; allocate 15 minutes each day.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Print the Resilience Alphabet and display it in the classroom.
	◥ Familiarize students with it.
	◥ Each day, focus on a letter of the alphabet with a word for the day, starting from letter 
A and continuing in alphabetical order to letter Z.

	◥ Each day, there will be a picture. Underneath the picture, you will find an affirmation. 
An affirmation is something we might say to ourselves frequently to embed an idea, 
such as a motivational prompt.

	◥ Each day, there will be either something to THINK about, something to DO, or both 
connected to the affirmation.

	◥ Be creative and invent more THINKs and DOs connected to the affirmations.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on the day‘s word and its implications for their own resilience.
Facilitate discussions on personal experiences and strategies for strengthening inner resil-
ience.
Allow students to share their thoughts and insights with their peers, fostering a supportive 
classroom environment.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

 Click to printing materials
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Vision Board 
Introduction to the topic:
Vision boards are powerful tools used for goal-setting and planning for the future. They are es-
sentially collages made from a variety of objects such as magazine clippings, inspiring pictures, 
and positive affirmations. These boards serve to motivate and inspire individuals towards their 
goals by providing a visual representation of their desires and aspirations.

Objectives:
To encourage students to visualize and articulate their goals and aspirations.
To empower students to take concrete daily actions towards achieving their goals.

Materials needed:
Poster board or canvas.
Magazines or printed images.
Scissors.
Glue or tape.
Markers or pens.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the concept of vision boards to students, explaining their purpose and ben-
efits.

	◥ Provide examples of vision boards and discuss how they can be used for goal-setting.
	◥ Assist students during the creation process as necessary.

How to create a vision board step by step:
	◥ Gather materials and choose a poster board or canvas as the base.
	◥ Search through magazines or printed materials for images and phrases that reflect 
your goals.

	◥ Cut out selected images and phrases.
	◥ Arrange them on the board in a visually pleasing and meaningful way.
	◥ Secure the images and phrases with glue or tape.
	◥ Personalize your board with drawings, colors, or decorations.
	◥ Display your vision board in a prominent spot for daily inspiration.

Reflection: 
Discuss how creating vision boards made students feel and what they discovered about their 
goals.
Reflect on goal-setting and how visualizing goals can maintain motivation and focus.
Review the vision boards periodically and discuss which goals have already been achieved and 
why.
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Class Time Capsule  

Introduction to the topic:
Let‘s set out on an exciting journey of creating a class time capsule! This creative endeavor will 
allow us to capture the essence of our classroom life, showcasing who we are, what we cherish, 
and the experiences we share at the moment. As we embark on this project, let‘s celebrate the 
diversity of cultures and languages present in our class. Consider opening the time capsule 
either at the end of primary school or at the end of some other extended period.

Objectives:
Foster awareness of diversity and multiculturalism.
Encourage goal-setting and reflection.
Create a memorable keepsake that reflects the essence of the class.

Materials needed:
A class photo.
Various letters, wishes, and predictions written in different languages.
Various artwork.
Small toys or stuffed animals. Everyday objects that represent our daily lives.
A well-sealed container with a lid.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the concept of a time capsule to the students, explaining its purpose.
	◥ Discuss the importance of diversity and cultural representation in the contents of the 
time capsule.

	◥ Facilitate discussions on what items best represent the class and its collective experi-
ences.

	◥ Oversee the creation, seal, and store the time capsule.

How to create time capsule step by step:
	◥ Gather a variety of items that reflect the diversity and interests of the class.
	◥ Write letters in different languages, expressing sentiments and hopes for the future.
	◥ Select toys, artwork, and everyday objects that hold significance to the students.
	◥ Compile all chosen items into the time capsule container.
	◥ Seal the container securely with a lid, ensuring it is airtight and watertight if buried.
	◥ Choose a location for the time capsule, whether buried in the garden or stored in a 
designated spot.

Reflection: 
Discuss the process of creating the time capsule and the significance of each item included.
Reflect on the diversity represented in the contents and what it means to the class as a whole.
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Audio Books 
Introduction to the topic:
Using audio books for culturally diverse preliterate children under the age of 6 provides an 
effective way to introduce them to different languages and cultures, fostering early language 
development and multicultural understanding. It offers an engaging method to introduce 
them to language, stimulate imagination, and enhance listening skills, laying a foundation for 
literacy development.

Objectives:
Encourage children to listen to stories and literature in different languages, fostering language 
acquisition and cultural appreciation from an early age.

Materials needed:
Audio books or audio plays in various languages.
Simple stories or tales suitable for young children.
Art supplies for drawing and other creative projects.

Time needed:
1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce a simple story or tale to the class through an audio play or audio book.
	◥ Engage students in acting out scenes from the story to enhance comprehension and 
enjoyment.

	◥ Encourage parents to read the same story to their children at home, promoting con-
tinuity and reinforcement of learning.

	◥ Facilitate art projects where students create drawings or other visual representations 
inspired by the story, integrating language practice during the activity.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to share their drawings or art projects inspired by the story.
Encourage students to ask questions about unfamiliar words or phrases.
Explain any new words or phrases.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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AI Text Adaptation  

Introduction to the topic:
Using AI to support students from foreign backgrounds involves using artificial intelligence 
tools to adjust educational materials and resources to their language skills and understanding 
levels. This process helps facilitate learning and understanding by providing content that is 
tailored to the students‘ language proficiency and cultural background. AI can analyze text, 
simplify language, adjust vocabulary, and provide translations, thus assisting foreign students 
in better comprehending educational materials and improving their learning outcomes.

Objectives:
Utilize AI to adapt text materials to cater to varying language levels and linguistic needs.
Enhance reading comprehension, spelling, grammar, and vocabulary skills among students 
with different mother tongues.

Materials needed: 
Access to ChatGPT or similar generative artificial intelligence tools.
Text materials or educational content to be adapted.

Time needed:
30 minutes. 

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Familiarize oneself with the functionalities of ChatGPT for text adaptation.
	◥ Select appropriate text materials to be adapted.
	◥ Input the text into ChatGPT and specify adaptation requirements such as language 
level, simplification, or shortening.

	◥ Review and assess the adapted text for accuracy and appropriateness.
	◥ Provide the adapted materials to students for learning purposes.

Reflection: 
Engage students in discussions about the effectiveness of the adapted materials in aiding 
their understanding and learning.
Get feedback from them about what they like and what can be improved.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Favourite Holiday  

Introduction to the topic:
This class activity aims to engage students with different mother tongues in the school process 
by introducing their classmates to their favorite holidays and traditions. It nurtures students‘ 
imagination and narrative skills while enhancing the class atmosphere.

Objectives:
Foster understanding and appreciation of diverse cultures and traditions.
Enhance students‘ imagination and narrative skills.
Promote inclusivity and respect for cultural diversity within the classroom.

Materials needed:
Pictures.
Souvenirs.
Information about favorite holidays.
Paper.
Drawing materials.
Small presents related to holidays.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Guide the multilingual students in preparing materials about their favorite holiday.
	◥ Assist them in creating a presentation to share with the class.
	◥ Facilitate a discussion in which the students present their holiday traditions to the 
class.

	◥ Divide the class into groups and instruct them to brainstorm words that characterize 
the holiday.

	◥ Encourage students to draw pictures representing their ideas of the holiday.
	◥ Facilitate the evaluation of words and pictures by the multilingual students.
	◥ Award a small present to the winning group.

Reflection: 
Discuss students‘ experiences and what they learned about different cultures and traditions.
Encourage students to discuss how the activity contributed to their understanding of diversity.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

TE
AC

HE
RS

’ H
AN

DB
OO

K

Easy Together: Teachers’ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse Children, © Spolek Zaedno, 2024, © ISJ Braila, 2024

G
oo

d 
 P

ra
ct

ic
e 

#

https://www.zaedno.org/teachers-handbook/favourite-holiday


Page 31

 Back to table of contents

2
4

Map of Greetings 
Introduction to the topic:
This class activity aims to enhance students‘ awareness of cultural and language diversity in 
Europe.

Objectives:
Increase students‘ knowledge of European countries and their languages.
Foster an appreciation for cultural diversity.
Encourage teamwork and collaboration.

Materials needed:
Printed political outline map of Europe (one per group).
Printed mixed list of greetings in various languages (one per group).
Colored pencils or markers.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour 

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Divide the class into small groups, ensuring each group has an outline map of Europe 
and a mixed list of greetings.

	◥ Instruct students to color in the countries they have visited on the map using different 
colors to represent each student.

	◥ Instruct students to match the greetings with the correct language (for example, „Do-
brý den“ is for Czech). Check the answers together and make corrections if something 
is wrong.

	◥ Instruct students to write the correct salutation for each country on the map.
	◥ Offer guidance and support as students work through the activity.

Reflection: 
Facilitate a discussion about the activity and its impact on students‘ understanding of cultural 
and language diversity in Europe.

 Click to printing materials
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Multicultural Class Glossary 
Introduction to the topic:
A collaborative glossary is a shared resource where students contribute words and phrases 
from their diverse linguistic backgrounds. It promotes intercultural understanding and sup-
ports language learning by creating a collective vocabulary resource. Students contribute to 
the glossary explaining new or unfamiliar words and phrases they encounter in class, whether 
from their multilingual classmates or difficult terms in the local language. Special tasks could 
include, for example, comparing sayings, proverbs, and idioms in different languages.

Objectives:
Foster intercultural understanding among students.
Enhance student relations within the class.

Materials needed:
Simple empty notebook or journal for recording entries.
Writing utensils.
Optional: access to online resources for researching definitions and examples.

Time needed:
The activity can be ongoing throughout the school year.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the collaborative glossary concept to the students.
	◥ Explain how entries should be recorded.
	◥ Encourage students to contribute new or unfamiliar words and phrases they encoun-
ter in class, whether from their multilingual classmates or difficult terms in the local 
language.

	◥ Mentor students in filling out the entries by demonstrating how to include definitions, 
example sentences, synonyms, and relevant pictures.

	◥ Regularly review and discuss entries with the students to reinforce learning and un-
derstanding.

Reflection: 
Reflect on the activity with the students periodically.
Discuss the contributions made by students and how the glossary has enriched their under-
standing of different languages and cultures.
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Common Multilingual Story 
Introduction to the topic:
Multilingual story building is an engaging activity that fosters collaboration, creativity, and 
cultural appreciation in the classroom. By weaving together stories in various languages, stu-
dents can celebrate their linguistic diversity and strengthen their bonds as a class.

Objectives:
To bring the class together through cooperative storytelling.
To promote cultural appreciation and understanding by sharing stories in different languages.

Materials needed:
Paper for each group to write their story.
Writing utensils.

Time needed:
2 hours.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Divide the class into several groups, with each group consisting of students with dif-
ferent mother tongues.

	◥ Explain the activity to the students, emphasizing the importance of collaboration.
	◥ Circulate among the groups to offer guidance and support as needed.
	◥ Once the stories of each group are completed, have the groups read them aloud to 
the rest of the students. Foreign language parts of the story could be briefly translat-
ed.

	◥ Optional: Once the stories are complete, compile them all into a collective book.

How to create multilingual story step by step:
	◥ The group collaborates to develop the story concept.
	◥ The story is crafted in the local language, with each student contributing a sentence 
or two in their second language. Foreign language parts of the story could be briefly 
translated for others to understand.

	◥ The finalized story is written down.
	◥ Illustrations may be added.

Reflection: 
Facilitate a discussion with the students about their experience creating multilingual stories.
Encourage students to reflect on the diversity of languages and cultures represented in their 
stories and how this enriches their learning experience.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

TE
AC

HE
RS

’ H
AN

DB
OO

K

Easy Together: Teachers’ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse Children, © Spolek Zaedno, 2024, © ISJ Braila, 2024

G
oo

d 
 P

ra
ct

ic
e 

#

https://www.zaedno.org/teachers-handbook/common-multilingual-story


Page 34

 Back to table of contents

2
7

Meeting the World of Language 
Introduction to the topic:
„Meeting the World of Language“ is an educational activity designed to introduce students 
to basic vocabulary in various languages spoken by their classmates. In this activity, students 
work together in small groups to identify and match words written in different languages, 
promoting language recognition, multicultural understanding, and collaboration among stu-
dents.

Objectives:
Students will learn basic vocabulary in their classmates‘ languages, fostering multiculturalism 
and language appreciation.

Materials needed:
Pieces of paper with words in various languages.
Envelopes.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Prepare pieces of paper with words in languages spoken by students in the class.
	◥ Place the words in envelopes for each group. Divide the class into small groups, en-
suring each group has at least one multilingual student.

	◥ Distribute the envelopes containing the words to each group.
	◥ Instruct students to organize the words into piles, with each pile representing a differ-
ent language.

	◥ Optionally, turn the activity into a competition, with the first group to correctly match 
all the words into languages being declared the winner.

Reflection: 
Reflect on the activity with students by discussing their experiences, what they learned about 
different languages, and how they felt working together to recognize words in various lan-
guages.
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Caravans of Dreams  

Introduction to the topic:
„Traveling by Caravans of Dreams“ is a long-term creative endeavor aimed at exploring differ-
ent cultures and countries, fostering both individual and group work, and enhancing creative 
expression through visual art.

Objectives:
To learn about countries where classmates or their parents originate.
To promote cooperation, listening, mutual help, and respect among students.

Materials needed:
Art supplies (paper, pencils, markers, glue, scissors, etc.).
Resources for researching countries (books, internet access, maps, etc.).
Access to information about classmates‘ and parents‘ home countries.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the project and guide research.
	◥ Encourage communication with family for country insights.
	◥ Facilitate information exchange sessions.
	◥ Guide the journey planning. Teach geography to understand destinations.
	◥ Guide creative process.
	◥ With the cooperation of the whole class, display all completed caravans on a large 
piece of paper or cardboard. This could represent a map indicating the destinations to 
which the caravans are traveling.

	◥ Showcase the ready project to the school community.

How to create a caravan of dreams step by step:
	◥ Choose a country you want to visit.
	◥ Imagine your own caravan – a vehicle with which you will travel to your chosen coun-
try. Consider what would be the most suitable vehicle to take you to your destination.

	◥ Cut out a shape of your chosen vehicle from cardboard. 
	◥ Decorate it using art supplies. The caravan itself should be decorated with attributes 
representing the chosen country or destination.

	◥ Think of everything you would need on the way and add it to your caravan, such as 
supplies, luggage, and other essentials.

Reflection: 
After completing the project, conduct a reflection session with students to discuss their expe-
riences and what they learned.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Speak Dating Junior  

Introduction to the topic:
This activity is designed for small groups of children to practice language skills. It offers a fast 
and fun way to experience new languages presented in 7-minute-long mini-lectures each. 
Those languages may be presented by language teachers, native speakers, or multilingual 
students within the class. The activity is based on a rotation system - students visit different 
language tables every 7 minutes.

Objectives:
To expose students to a variety of languages spoken in their class or a broader context.
To provide them with an opportunity to practice language skills in a dynamic and engaging 
setting

Materials needed:
A spacious room to organize the activity.
Flags representing the nations involved.
Tables marked with the flags of the nations for each language.
Worksheets prepared for each language. 

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: each language is presented for 7 minutes. The entire activity 
lasts 45-60 minutes, depending on the number of languages presented.

Teacher’s Steps or Actions:
	◥ Prepare worksheets for each language. Each worksheet can contain up to 10 words 
written in the target language along with corresponding pictures representing those 
words.

	◥ Prepare and practice beforehand with the language presenters to familiarize them 
with their roles.

	◥ Set up the venue with tables marked with flags representing the nations involved.
	◥ Distribute working sheets for each language on the tables.
	◥ Divide the students into small groups.
	◥ Introduce students to the format of Speak Dating Junior and start the activity by ex-
plaining the rotation system where students visit different language tables every 7 
minutes.

	◥ Monitor the activity and assist students as needed.

Reflection with the students:
Encourage students to share their thoughts and impressions about the languages and cul-
tures they encountered. Use the reflection as an opportunity to reinforce key language con-
cepts and cultural awareness.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Common Leporello  

Introduction to the topic:
A leporello book, also known as an accordion book, features pages folded back and forth in a 
zigzag manner, resembling an accordion. This collaborative activity aims to support language 
learning, particularly for students with special educational needs.

Objectives:
Support language learning through creativity.
Foster inclusivity among students.
Develop reading, writing, and visual art skills.

Materials needed:
Famous fairy tale book (e.g., „The Gingerbread House“).
Reading materials in both local and second languages.
Art supplies: paper, pencils, markers.
Thick paper and glue for creating the book.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Choose a well-known fairy tale accessible to all students. The leporello will be based 
on this story.

	◥ Read the fairy tale in the local language, explain all the unknown words.
	◥ Read it again preferably in second languages of the students.
	◥ Select languages for the leporello book creation, including at least two. One must be 
the local language, or the one used by most of the children.

	◥ Divide students into small groups to work on individual scenes, ensuring inclusivity. 
Assign tasks according to the level of ability of the students.

	◥ Guide students in illustrating scenes and adding short texts in the chosen languages.
	◥ Arrange all scenes in the correct order on thick papers and assemble the leporello 
book by using glue.

	◥ Celebrate the completed leporello book with a school exhibition.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to share their thoughts and lessons learned from the experience.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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If You Enter a Foreign Village, 
Follow Its Laws  

Introduction to the topic:
The activity revolves around the proverb „If you enter a foreign village, follow its laws“ and 
aims to raise awareness about integrating different cultures into the majority society through 
a game and role-playing.

Objectives:
Increase awareness of the importance of cultural integration.

Materials needed:
Suitable space for role-playing.
Props or items representing various cultures (e.g., tea cups, umbrellas, traditional clothing).
List of villages (cultures) to role-play - English, Indian, African, Japanese, Russian, etc.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour. 

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Explain the meaning of the proverb and provide real-life examples to illustrate its 
significance.

	◥ Initiate the game by describing a foreign village (English for example). Prompt stu-
dents to simulate activities associated with that culture - drinking tea, walking with an 
umbrella. etc.

	◥ Have students explain what they acted out and why they chose those activities.
	◥ Repeat the game with different villages (e.g., Indian, African, Japanese, Russian), en-
couraging students to role-play activities specific to each culture.

Reflection: 
Facilitate discussions after each village, prompting reflection on the importance of cultural 
integration and respecting diverse customs and traditions.
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Dadaist Poems 
Introduction to the topic:
A Dadaist poem is a form of experimental poetry that emerged as part of the Dada movement 
in the early 20th century. Dadaism was an avant-garde art movement characterized by its re-
jection of traditional artistic conventions and embrace absurdity, and the irrational. Dadaist 
poems activity offers a unique form of creative expression, involving the creation of poetry 
through the arrangement of words cut out from newspapers or magazines. 

Objectives:
Encourage students to think outside the box and explore unconventional ways of expressing 
themselves through poetry.
Provide an opportunity for students to experiment with language, including vocabulary from 
different sources and languages.

Materials needed:
Old Newspapers or magazines in different languages.
Scissors. Glue. Paper for composing poems.
Optional: markers or pens for additional embellishments.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 1 hour

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Provide an overview of Dadaism and its principles to the students.
	◥ Distribute newspapers or magazines in various languages along with scissors to the 
students. 

	◥ Divide the students into pairs.
	◥ Explain how to create a Dadaist poem step by step.
	◥ Encourage students to experiment with combinations of words in different languages. 
They can try to translate the foreign words to better understand the meaning.

	◥ Once students have composed their poems, invite them to share their creations with 
the class.

How to create a Dadaist poem step by step:
	◥ From printed materials, preferably headlines or larger texts, cut out individual words 
and short phrases.

	◥ Place the words into a bag and mix them up.
	◥ Draw out one word at a time and glue them onto paper in the order they were drawn.
	◥ Alternatively, from random words, you can try to compose a text that will at least 
make some sense. We can make a multilingual Dada poem by using old newspapers 
in different languages.

	◥ Finished poems can be read aloud to the class or a friend.
	◥ Remember, every poem is original, and you are a poet!

Reflection: 
Facilitate a discussion on the experience, en-
couraging students to reflect on the creative 
process and their thoughts on Dadaist poetry.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Traditional Crafts Exchange  

Introduction to the topic:
Traditional crafts encompass a variety of artistic and artisanal practices that have been passed 
down through generations within different cultures and communities. This activity offers a 
window into the cultural heritage of different nationalities and focuses on fostering cultural 
exchange and appreciation. It will also include creating of stylized simplified imitations of tra-
ditional crafts objects.

Objectives:
Promote appreciation and understanding of diverse cultural customs.
Encourage creativity and craftsmanship among students.

Materials needed:
Art supplies: paper, pencils, markers, glitter, glue, etc.
Writing materials. 
Videos showing the manufacturing process of traditional objects from different countries.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 2 hours.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Show a video demonstrating the manufacturing process of traditional objects from 
various countries to the students. 

	◥ Repeat the video or show it with short intermissions to ensure students have time to 
observe and understand the crafting process.

	◥ Provide step-by-step instructions on how to create simplified variations of the real 
objects.

	◥ Provide art supplies for the students to use.
	◥ Allocate time for students to create the simplified variations of traditional objects.
	◥ Once the students complete their crafts, encourage them to write a detailed descrip-
tion of the item or a message related to its significance.

	◥ Optionally, schedule the activity to coincide with occasions or celebrations specific to 
different nationalities, such as Christmas or Easter.

	◥ Display the most beautiful crafts on the walls of the school to showcase the students‘ 
creativity.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to share their thoughts and experiences from the cultural exchange.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Traditional Recipes Exchange 
Introduction to the topic:
This activity involves students from different cultural backgrounds coming together to ex-
change their favorite traditional recipes. The outcome is a mini cook book showcasing diverse 
culinary traditions, complete with recipes and pictures.

Objectives:
Foster cultural exchange and appreciation through sharing traditional recipes.
Enhance teamwork and collaboration skills through groupwork.

Materials needed:
Paper or notebooks for writing down recipes.
Pens or pencils.
Ingredients and cooking utensils if students plan to prepare dishes together.
Camera or smartphone for taking pictures of the final dishes.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Facilitate the grouping of students from diverse cultural backgrounds.
	◥ Encourage students to research, learn, and collect their national recipes. Parents could 
be involved in this phase as well.

	◥ Prompt students to share their findings with others. The most interesting recipes can 
be written down.

	◥ If feasible, allow students to prepare dishes together, following the shared recipes. 
	◥ Encourage students to explain the significance and cultural context of their chosen 
recipes to their peers.

	◥ Prompt students to take pictures of the final dishes to include in the mini cook book.

How to create the mini cook book step by step:
•	 Compile the written recipes from each student into a cohesive format, arranging them 
by country or region.
•	 Include pictures of the final dishes alongside the corresponding recipes.
•	 Design a cover page for the mini cook book, incorporating cultural elements or sym-
bols from the represented countries.
•	 Print copies of the mini cook book for distribution among the students and school 
community.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to share their experiences of participating in the recipe exchange and 
preparing dishes together.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Speed Dating  

Introduction to the topic:
Speed Dating is a social event where individuals have the opportunity to meet and interact 
with others in a short period of time. In an educational context, Speed Dating refers to a teach-
ing or learning strategy wherein students engage in brief, focused interactions to exchange 
ideas, discuss topics, or review material. It’s a dynamic and interactive approach that fosters 
active learning and can be employed in diverse educational settings, ranging from classrooms 
to workshops. Additionally, Speed Dating serves as an icebreaker activity aimed at facilitating 
quick and efficient interaction among new classmates. It offers a chance to enhance mutual 
understanding through structured icebreaker questions and concise conversations.

Objectives:
To get to know each other in a new school collective.

Materials needed:
A list of icebreaker questions or conversation prompts.
Timer or stopwatch to track time intervals.
Space for participants to move around and engage in conversations.

Time needed:
1 hour.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Gather participants and explain the purpose and format of Speed Dating. 
	◥ Pair participants into groups of two using a random method. 
	◥ Distribute questions to each pair. 
	◥ Set a timer for each round (around 5 minutes).
	◥ Start the timer and encourage participants to engage in conversation. Prompt partic-
ipants to ask and answer the provided questions. 

	◥ Rotate pairs at the end of each round.

Reflection:
Encourage participants to share their experiences and insights.

 Click to printing materials

TE
AC

HE
RS

’ H
AN

DB
OO

K

Easy Together: Teachers’ Handbook of Good Practices in the Inclusion of Culturally Diverse Children, © Spolek Zaedno, 2024, © ISJ Braila, 2024

G
oo

d 
 P

ra
ct

ic
e 

#



Page 43

 Back to table of contents

Six Word Memoirs 
Introduction to the topic:
Six Word Memoirs is an engaging icebreaker activity designed to foster teamwork and spark 
discussions among students. In this game, participants create a concise six-word summary of 
their life experiences, leading to insightful conversations and connections within the group.

Objectives:
To enrich vocabulary of the students.
To promote self-expression and Reflection: through concise storytelling.

Materials needed:
Sticky notes for writing down Six Word Memoirs.
Writing materials.

Time needed:
30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduction: Arrange the students in a circle. Explain the purpose and rules of the Six 
Word Memoirs game to the students.

	◥ Brainstorming: Allow students time to brainstorm. Remind them to focus on key life 
experiences or themes.

	◥ Creating: Give students time to craft their own Six Word Memoirs and write them on 
the sticky notes. 

	◥ Sharing: Invite each student to share their Six Word Memoir with the group. Encourage 
active listening and respectful responses from peers. All sticky notes can be placed on 
a shared board.

	◥ Discussion: Facilitate a discussion after each student shares their memoir. Prompt stu-
dents to ask questions or offer insights about each other‘s memoirs.

Reflection: 
Lead a reflection session with the students to discuss their experience playing the game.

3
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Personality Shapes  

Introduction to the topic:
Personality Shapes is a team-building activity that involves a simple one-question personality 
test. By identifying different personality traits represented by geometric shapes, students can 
better understand each other‘s approaches to problem-solving and collaboration.

Objectives:
To improve mutual understanding.

Materials needed:
Geometric shapes - square, triangle, circle, and squiggly line - drawn on chart paper.
Geometric Shapes Chart with explanations.

Time needed:
30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Introduce the Personality Shapes activity to the students, explaining its purpose.
	◥ Draw a square, triangle, circle, and squiggly line on the whiteboard or chart paper.
	◥ Explain that each shape corresponds to certain personality traits without describing 
which traits belong to each shape.

	◥ Ask participants to individually choose the shape that best matches their personality 
and note it down.

	◥ Once participants have clearly identified a shape that matches their personality, show 
them the Geometric Shapes chart to find out the meaning of the shapes.

	◥ Encourage students to talk about their choices and find classmates who picked the 
same shapes to pair up with.

Reflection:
Discuss strategies for applying the understandings from the activity to improve cooperation 
and communication within the class.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration

 Click to printing materials
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Spaghetti Tower  

Introduction to the topic:
The Spaghetti Tower activity is designed to promote inclusion, teamwork, and brainstorming 
among students. By engaging in collaborative tasks, students have the opportunity to show-
case their motor, spatial, and scientific skills, while also practicing communication and specific 
vocabulary elements, especially for students of different ethnicities.

Objectives:
Ensure inclusion within the group.
Promote teamwork and collaboration.

Materials needed:
Package of spaghetti.
Plasticine modeling clay.
Duct tape.
Meter to measure the height of the completed towers.

Time needed:
Preparation can vary; Realization: 30 minutes.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Divide students into groups of 4 or 5, considering the class structure.
	◥ Provide each team with 25 pieces of spaghetti, 1 meter of duct tape, and a small piece 
of plasticine, approximately the size of a cherry.

	◥ Explain the task: Teams must build the tallest tower possible using the provided spa-
ghetti and duct tape, attaching the piece of plasticine at the top.

	◥ Encourage students to brainstorm ideas, collaborate, and make decisions as a team.
	◥ Ensure inclusion, with every member of the class equally involved in the activities.
	◥ Once the towers are built, facilitate a common excursion so each group can visit and 
observe all the towers.

Reflection: 
Facilitate a discussion about the experience, focusing on teamwork, problem-solving strate-
gies, and communication.

 Click or scan QR code to inspiration
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Book Presentation  

Introduction to the topic:
The book presentation method involves students selecting a book of their choice and deliv-
ering a presentation about it to their classmates or a designated audience. This presentation 
typically includes a summary of the book‘s plot, an introduction of the main characters, dis-
cussion of key themes, significant events, and personal reflections or opinions on the impact 
of the book. The purpose is to encourage students to engage deeply with literature, develop 
presentation skills, and express their thoughts and interpretations, fostering a deeper appre-
ciation for reading.

Objectives:
To ensure inclusion within the group by providing opportunities for all students to participate.
To enrich vocabulary through engaging with diverse literary texts.

Materials needed:
Chosen books selected by students.
Presentation materials such as slides, visual aids, or multimedia elements.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Assist students in selecting suitable books, considering language levels and disabil-
ities, and offer guidance on effective reading and preparation for the presentation.

	◥ Guide students in outlining the plot, characters, themes, and personal reflections on 
the book, determining the presentation format and incorporating visual aids or mul-
timedia elements.

	◥ Encourage students to rehearse their presentations to ensure clarity and fluency.
	◥ Facilitate the delivery of presentations by students, encouraging engagement and 
interaction with the audience.

	◥ Foster questions and discussions during and after the presentations.

Reflection: 
After the presentations, facilitate a reflection session where students discuss their experiences, 
insights gained, and any challenges faced during the presentation process. Encourage stu-
dents to provide feedback to their peers and reflect on the value of sharing their literary dis-
coveries with others.
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Adopt a Monument 
Introduction to the topic:
This long-term activity engages students, including refugees, migrants and foreigners, in pre-
serving and appreciating historical or cultural landmarks in their local community. By learning 
about local culture alongside their peers from the majority, this process improves their adap-
tation and integration into the local community.

Objectives:
To deepen students‘ understanding of the importance of cultural heritage.
To cultivate a sense of responsibility and pride in preserving local heritage.

Materials needed:
Research materials such as books, articles, and internet resources.
Presentation materials like posters, brochures, and digital tools.

Time needed:
This long-term activity may take up to one month.

Teacher’s steps or actions:
	◥ Selection of monument: Choose a local historical or cultural landmark that holds sig-
nificance for the community.

	◥ Introduction to the monument: Provide background information about the monu-
ment, including its historical context, cultural significance, and architectural features.

	◥ Research and study: Guide students in conducting research about the monument, 
using library resources, interviews, and primary sources.

	◥ Preparation for the „Adoption“: Divide students into groups and assign tasks related 
to the preservation or promotion of the monument to each group. Tasks may include 
creating promotional materials such as posters, brochures, and presentations about 
the monument, planning fundraising events for restoration efforts, proposing resto-
ration ideas, and presenting the monument to the local community. Have each group 
present their proposals or projects to the class

	◥ Community engagement: Encourage students to collaborate on their tasks and share 
their work with the local community.

	◥ „Adoption“ execution: Allow students time to work on their assigned tasks. Facilitate 
the execution of the tasks of each group. 

	◥ Feedback: Gather feedback from the local community using simple questionnaires or 
interviews with community members.

Reflection: 
Encourage students to reflect on the value of their efforts and their role as active citizens in 
their community.
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Hat Meaning of the Hat

white hat The White Hat calls for information known or needed. “The 
facts, just the facts.”

yellow hat The Yellow Hat symbolizes brightness and optimism. Under this 
hat you explore the positives and probe for value and benefit.

black hat 

Risks, difficulties, Problems – The risk management Hat, prob-
ably the most powerful Hat; a problem however if overused; 
spot difficulties where things might go wrong, why something 
may not work, inherently an action hat with the intent to point 
out issues of risk with intent to overcome them.

red hat 
The Red Hat signifies feelings, hunches and intuition. When us-
ing this hat you can express emotions and feelings and share 
fears, likes, dislikes, loves, and hates.

green hat 
The Green Hat focuses on creativity; the possibilities, alterna-
tives, and new ideas. It’s an opportunity to express new con-
cepts and new perceptions.

blue hat 
The Blue Hat is used to manage the thinking process. It’s the 
control mechanism that ensures the Six Thinking Hats guide-
lines are observed.
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 #7 The Six Thinking Hats chart
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🖨 #8 The Starbursting diagram 

What?

How?

Why?

Who?

When?

Where?

The problem:
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 #13 The Mind Map diagram
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Bulgarian

Croatian

Czech

Danish

Dutch

English

Estonian

Finnish

French

German

Greek

Hungarian

Irish

Italian

Latvian

Lithuanian

Maltese

Polish

Portuguese

Romanian

Slovak

Slovenian

Spanish

Swedish

Ahoj

Hallo

Sveiki

Dobrý den

Здравейте (Zdraveyte)

Olá

Bok

Γεια σας (Yia sas)

Hej

Hello

Merħba

Tere

Hei

Hej

Bonjour

Szia

Dia duit

Ciao

Sveiki

Hallo

Cześć

Bună ziua

Zdravo

Hola
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 #24 Mixed list of greetings in various languages – page 1/3
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Correct answers of the list of greetings in various languages:

Bulgarian: Здравейте (Zdraveyte)

Croatian: Bok

Czech: Dobrý den

Danish: Hej

Dutch: Hallo

English: Hello

Estonian: Tere

Finnish: Hei

French: Bonjour

German: Hallo

Greek: Γεια σας (Yia sas)

Hungarian: Szia

Irish: Dia duit

Italian: Ciao

Latvian: Sveiki

Lithuanian: Sveiki

Maltese: Merħba

Polish: Cześć

Portuguese: Olá

Romanian: Bună ziua

Slovak: Ahoj

Slovenian: Zdravo

Spanish: Hola

Swedish: Hej
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 #24 Mixed list of greetings in various languages – page 2/3
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 #24 Political outline maps of Europe – page 3/3
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What’s something you’re really passionate about?

If you could travel anywhere in the world right now, where would you go and why?

What’s your favorite book or movie, and what do you love about it?

What’s the most adventurous thing you’ve ever done?

If you could have any superpower, what would it be and how would you use it?

What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?

If you could meet any historical figure, who would it be?

What do you value most in a friendship?

If you could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, who would they be?

If you could switch lives with any fictional character for a day, who would it?

What’s your favorite season and why?

If you could learn any new skill or hobby overnight, what would it be?

What’s your favorite way to relax after a long day?

What’s the most interesting job you would like to have in the future?

If you could have one wish granted right now, what would it be?

What’s your favorite thing to do on a lazy Sunday afternoon?

If you could live in any time period, past or future, which would you choose?

What’s a skill or talent you wish you had?

If you could have any animal as a pet, what would it be and why?

What’s your favorite type of music, and do you have a favorite song?

If you could only eat one cuisine for the rest of your life, what would it be? 

What’s your idea of a perfect day?
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 #34 Speed Dating questions
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Geometric Shapes Chart

Each shape corresponds to certain personality traits. 

Shapes Personality traits

Squares

Detail-oriented
Hate clutter
Hesitant to change
Stubborn

Triangles

Love to multitask
Self-motivated
Impatient
Successful

Circles

Work best on teams
Want to “fix” everyone else
Reluctant to say no
Empathetic and compassionate

Squiggles

Adapt easily to change
Idea generators
Easily bored
Love to try new things
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 #37 Geometric Shapes Chart
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https://www.zaedno.org/home-kamaradi
https://www.zaedno.org/hry/hry-slovni
https://online.visual-paradigm.com/diagrams/features/kwl-chart-template
https://www.debonogroup.com/services/core-programs/six-thinking-hats/
https://online.visual-paradigm.com/diagrams/features/starbursting-template/
https://www.adlit.org/in-the-classroom/strategies/jigsaw
https://edtechbooks.org/studentguide/roleplay
https://myfreebingocards.com
https://www.mindmeister.com
https://education.gov.scot/resources/resilience-alphabet/
https://www.zaedno.org/video-audio/predcitane-texty
https://themindsjournal.com/geometric-shape-personality-test/

Ideas and resources from various school teachers who took part with their pupils in the 
children’s competition “Multilingualism is Wealth”, Spolek Zaedno, 2022, 2023
Magazine Kamarádi, Spolek Zaedno, 2021, 2022, 2023
226 Active Learning Techniques, IOWA STATEUNIVERSITY, Center for Excellence in Learn-
ing and Teaching
Resilience Alphabet, How to build inner strength and wellbeing in 26 days, Martha Simp-
son Coaching/Harvey McMillan Associates 2020
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